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Howard County Government, Calvin Ball County Executive   www.howardcountymd.gov 

 
January 3, 2023  

 
Mr. Donald R. Reuwer, Jr. 
8318 Forrest Street 
Suite 200 
Ellicott City, MD  21043 
 
Dear Mr. Reuwer: 

 
                                    RE: WP-22-103, Pleasant Prospect Farm 
   4389 and 4401 Jennings Chapel Road 

 
This letter is to inform you that your request for alternative compliance to the Howard County Subdivision and 

Land Development Regulations for the subject project was reviewed. 
 

On December 22, 2022, and pursuant to Section 16.104, the Director of the Department of Planning and Zoning, 
considered and approved your request for alternative compliance with respect to Section 16.147(a) of the Subdivision 
and Land Development Regulations to reconfigure the boundary of Parcels 14 and 221 so that the fence lines for the 
existing paddock are contains within one parcel.  

 
 The Department of Planning and Zoning hereby determines that you have demonstrated to its satisfaction that 
strict enforcement of Section 16.147(a) would result in an unreasonable hardship or practical difficulty. This determination 
is made with consideration of your alternative compliance application and the one (1) item you were required to address, 
pursuant to Section 16.104(a)(1): 
 

1. Unreasonable hardship or practical difficulty may result from strict compliance with the regulations. 
The sole purpose of this request is to reconfigure two deeded parcels into two new parcels by adjoiner deed to 
allow the fence and paddock to be included on one parcel instead of bisecting parcels.  This reconfiguration will 
allow the parcels to function independently.  The Administrators of the MALPF program support this request and 
approved new legal descriptions on January 19, 2022.  The preparation and recordation of a plat would not benefit 
or alter existing site conditions and would create an unreasonable hardship for the applicant.  The consolidation 
via the adjoiner deed process will have the same result that plat process would create.  There will be no additional 
land included and no new lots or parcels will be created with this process.  Existing site and natural features will 
not be disturbed or altered in any way, and the plan exhibit provided with this petition shall be retained as part 
of the petition’s file.  Approval of this alternative compliance promotes efficiency of the plan review process and 
will facilitate the MALPF process. 

 
Approval of this Alternative Compliance is subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. Include a reference to County File Number WP-22-103 in the adjoiner deeds.  The deed of 
consolidation/adjoiner for the affect parcels must be recorded within the Howard County Land Record office 
within 180 days of the date of the approval of WP-22-103 (on or before July 2, 2023). 
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2. A copy of the recorded consolidation deeds shall be submitted to this Department for file retention 
purposes within 30 days of recordation of the new deeds. 

3. Approval of this alternative compliance petition is for the stated 2 parcels/lots (Parcel 14, including vacated 
Lot 1 of the Specht Property and Parcel 221) included in this petition.   No additional lots are to be created 
and no new development, construction or improvements are permitted with this request. 

4. The deed of consolidation/adjoiner shall reference this alternative compliance petition file number (WP-22-
103). 

 
Indicate this alternative compliance petition file number, request, section of the regulations, action, conditions of 

approval, and date on all related plats, and site development plans, and building permits.  This alternative compliance 
approval will remain valid for the time period specified in the conditions of approval. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Brenda Luber at (410) 313-2350 or email at 
BLuber@howardcountymd.gov.    
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Anthony Cataldo, AICP, Chief 

Division of Land Development 
AC/bl 
cc: Research 
 DLD - Julia Sauer 
 Real Estate Services 
 Joy Levy, Administrator, Agricultural Land Preservation 
 M/B and Associates. 
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