HO-856
"Lilburn"/Hammond Cottage
3965 College Avenue
Private

Description:
The Lilburn-Hammond Cottage is 1 Vi stories tall on the east half and the west half is two stories
tall. It is a four-bay by four-bay frame structure with a rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding
in a board-and-batten pattern over top of original board-and-batten siding that has had the battens
removed, and there is a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east-west ridge on the east half
and a north-south ridge on the west half. There is a very wide overhanging eave on the east.
The gable end of the east elevation has paired two-over-two sash, with a balcony in front that has
a balustrade. The balcony is supported by four sawn wood brackets. The wide over hanging
eave is supported by five large brackets that are jig-sawn and are over 3 feet long. The ground
slopes down to the west, exposing the basement on the west elevation. The interior is laid out
with two rooms at the east and a center passage in the west end with rooms to the north and
south. There is brick nogging in some of the panels and stone nogging elsewhere. The plaster is
laid right on the nogging. There is a domed brick cistern located about 50 feet north northwest
of the house.

Significance:
The "Lilburn'VHammond Cottage sits on part of a 110-acre parcel of the patent called "Valley of
Owen" that was owned by William Thomas and sold by trustees in 1865. It was purchased by
Henry R. Hazelhurst, who lived just to the northwest, at "Lilburn." Presumably, Hazelhurst built
some of the cottages on his property to house people who likely worked for him. The very
simple treatment of the interior, with a stairway in one of the principal rooms, also suggests this.
The "Lilburn"/Hammond Cottage is a Swiss chalet style dwelling, a mode of the romantic
revival of the mid-nineteenth century made popular especially by Andrew Jackson Downing.
Hazelhurst was apparently building a cottage ornee to decorate the grounds of his estate while
providing habitation for a tenant. In the late-nineteenth century major changes were made to the
cottage. The northwest angle was filled with a two-story addition that included a stair passage,
and the original stair was removed. Part of the side porch on the south was enclosed to make an
entrance vestibule to this part of the house, and the doorway on the north side was replaced with
the existing door and sidelights. This porch was enlarged, though it is not clear if this was done
at the same time, or later in the twentieth century. The attic space over the southwest room now
became a usable chamber by putting in a floor at the same level as the rest of the second-story
floors, and raising the walls up a full two stories. In 1893 Hazelhurst sold a 1.9-acre parcel
containing the "Lilburn'VHammond Cottage to Frances M. Hammond for $2,000. It must have
been the Hammonds who enlarged the cottage. The house was dismantled for salvage in the
autumn of 2009.
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Summary:
The Lilburn-Hammond Cottage is 1 Vi stories tall on the east half and the west half is two stories tall. It
is a four-bay by four-bay frame structure with a rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding in a boardand-batten pattern over top of original board-and-batten siding that has had the battens removed, and
there is a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east-west ridge on the east half and a north-south ridge
on the west half. There is a very wide overhanging eave on the east.
The gable end of the east elevation has paired two-over-two sash, with a balcony in front that has a
balustrade. The balcony is supported by four sawn wood brackets. The wide over hanging eave is
supported by five large brackets that are jig-sawn and are over 3 feet long. The ground slopes down to
the west, exposing the basement on the west elevation. The interior is laid out with two rooms at the
east and a center passage in the west end with rooms to the north and south. There is brick nogging in
some of the panels and stone nogging elsewhere. The plaster is laid right on the nogging. There is a
domed brick cistern located about 50 feet north northwest of the house.

Description:
The Lilburn-Hammond Cottage is located at 3965 College Avenue, approximately !4 mile south of
Ellicott City in northeastern Howard County, Maryland. The house faces east, and is on the north side
of the road.
House, exterior
The house is 1 lA stories tall on the east half and the west half is two stories tall. It is a four-bay by fourbay frame structure with a rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding in a board-and-batten pattern over
top of original board-and-batten siding that has had the battens removed, and there is a gable roof with
asphalt shingles and an east-west ridge on the east half and a north-south ridge on the west half. There
is a very wide overhanging eave on the east.
The east elevation basement has two six-light sash with bull-nose frames and stone lintels. There are
granite ashlar window wells in front of these openings. The first story original siding has random-width
boards that vary between 8 Vi and 12 inches wide. They are sash-sawn, fastened with cut nails, and have
gaps between them of V» to 3/» of an inch. All of the battens have been removed. The south bay is
recessed and has a four-panel door with sunken fields and no panel moulds. It is set in a beadedinterior-edge mitered frame. There is a porch in this bay that projects to the east, and there are jig-sawn
balusters. The south-center bay has a six-over-six double-hung sash, and the frame matches that of the
south bay door. The north-center bay has a one-over-one double-hung sash with a lower sill than that in
the south-center bay, but the frame matches. The north bay is also recessed, with a door that matches
the south bay. There is a porch here that projects both to the east and the north, and the roof has a
double pitch; part of this porch is original while the rest to the north is added, which explains the double
pitch. The porch has large boxed posts that are chamfered, and has square balusters.
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The gable end of the east elevation has paired two-over-two double-hung sash, with a balcony in front
that has a balustrade that matches that on the southeast porch. The balcony is supported by four sawn
wood brackets. The wide over hanging eave is supported by five large brackets that are jig-sawn and are
over 3 feet long. The brackets are bolted to the framing, and the bolts are 9 Vi inches long with a 1-inchsquare head. The bolts are threaded on the end and have a nut that is also 1 inch square. The bolts are V%
inch in diameter. The brackets are attached to thick boards that are actually bolted to the frame, and the
brackets are screwed to these boards with large screws. The porches have bead-board soffit while the
roof has open eaves with exposed rafters. The edge of the eave has the remains of jig-sawn barge
boards, but all of the bottom ends of the trim have been broken off. This barge board is not on the north
addition to the porch.
On the south elevation, the first story east bay is recessed, where the porch is, and has no opening. The
porch is set on stone piers. The east-center bay is also on piers, and it appears that the porch was here
and was enclosed later. There is a six-over-six double-hung sash in a typical frame. There is a dormer
above that has a two-over-two double-hung sash, with a gable roof. The west-center bay has a narrow
two-over-two double-hung sash that is only one light wide, and it has a typical frame. The west bay has
a six-over-six sash with a typical frame. The second story has a two-over-two double-hung sash in the
west bay. There is a box cornice with returns.
The ground slopes down to the west, exposing the basement on the west elevation. The west elevation is
three bays, and the south bay of the basement has a nine-light sash in a typical frame, with a wood sill
and lintel. The center bay in the basement also has a nine-light sash with a typical frame. There is
German siding from south of center to the north end. The north bay has a door with three lights over
three lying panels, and just to the north of it is a six-over-six sash in a typical frame. The first story
south bay has a six-over-six sash in a typical frame, the center bay has a pair of French doors that have
ten lights each, and the north bay has a typical two-over-two sash. The north bay also has German
siding. The second story has three typical two-over-two double-hung sash. There is an interior brick
chimney between the north and center bays, on the ridge, and just north of the south bay, at the eave.
The basement has a new addition in the center, and it has Tl-11 siding and a shed roof. According to
James Skelton, who is dismantling the cottage, there was a large roof bracket on the center of the west
end, hidden in the addition to the cottage.
On the north elevation there are no openings in the basement. The first story east bay has the recessed
porch with a door that has fifteen lights and side lights that have four lights over one small lying panel.
The panels have sunken fields and ovolo panel moulds. The east-center bay projects forward of the west
bays and is set on wood posts. It has a six-over-six double-hung sash, and there is a dormer above it
that matches the dormer on the south elevation. The west bays each have the typical two-over-two sash
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in the center, and the second story has a typical two-over-two sash in the center and another two-overtwo sash to the east of it, near the corner of the building.
House, interior, basement
The basement has two rooms in the east half and a center passage flanked by a room on either side in the
west half. The stairs are enclosed with vertical boards that have a small bead on one side. The passage
has a concrete floor and stone walls on the east, west, and south sides. The east wall has a doorway, and
this is the exterior side of the door, with a bull-nose frame. The door is now missing, but had a rim lock
and butt hinges. It swung into the northeast room. The south wall of the passage has a doorway set to
the east that has four panels with sunken fields and no panel moulds. It is hung on butt hinges with two
knuckles and has a cast iron rim lock that is plain and has mineral knobs. The door has a bull-nose
frame. To the west of this door is a window with a six-light sash, a bull-nose frame, and a stone sill.
The joists above run north-south, are circular-sawn, and are 2 by 8 inches. They are spaced 15 Yi to 16
l
A inches on centers and appear to have wire nails. The joists are supported on a sill set on posts up
against the south stone wall, and on the frame wall of the north side of the passage. The first-story stair
newel post passes through the floor, with a notch in it for a wedge. There is an extra board between the
top of the wedge and the bottom of the floor.
The northeast basement room has plaster on stone on all four walls, and a concrete floor. There is
plaster on lath on the ceiling, and it is circular-sawn lath with cut nails. The back of a fireplace extends
into this room, and it has a simple wood mantel on it with two ogee brackets under the shelf. There is a
six-light sash on the east, with 10-inch by 12-inch lights and ovolo muntins. The sash is mortised and
tenoned and pinned at the corners and on the muntins. On the west is a six-over-six sash that has the
same lights and muntins, and is also pinned at the corners and the muntins. On the north wall is a
doorway into a closet, and it has narrow mitered trim. The closet was filled with debris and was not
accessible. There is a doorway on the south elevation, set to the west, which has a bull-nose frame and a
beaded-edge vertical-board door. It is hung on new hinges and has a plain cast iron rim lock with ogeemoulded sides.
The southeast basement room has a fireplace on the north wall, set to the east, which is stone with
straight jambs and a segmentally-arched opening of two courses of rowlock brick supported by two iron
bars. There is an iron eye for a crane in the east jamb. The six-light sash on the east matches the east
sash in the northeast room. The ceiling is drywall, and only one joist is visible which is circular-sawn
and runs east-west.
The southwest basement room floor is set a half a step higher than the passage, and is random- width
pine that is tongue-and-grooved, runs east-west, and varies between 4 XA and 6 inches wide. There is a
ghost on the east wall of a stair stringer that ascended to the south, and the floor framing above this

