Lilburn Cottages
HO-855
Howard County
3961 College Avenue, Ellicott City
ca. 1870-1940
Private

The Lilburn Cottages are located on College Avenue, just south of the Ellicott City Historic District in
Howard County, Maryland. The 6.75-acre property is distinguished by its' dramatic topography and
wooded character. The property backs up to the Patapsco River Valley State Park. There are five
structures on the property that are visible from the public way, including two detached dwellings and
three groups of attached dwellings. One detached dwelling is located in a hollow below College Avenue
and the other four structures are located on a ridge south of the hollow. The group of four structures
frame a court accessed by a tear-shaped private drive, called Weaver Court after a 20th c. owner. A
proposal to develop the property, which would result in demolition of the cottages, has been submitted to
the Howard County Department of Planning & Zoning.

The Lilburn Cottages consist of four contributing buildings and one non-contributing building. The four
contributing buildings consist of a detached wood-frame dwelling and three groups of attached woodframe dwellings. The buildings are altered vernacular dwellings and are difficult to date. However, their
form and ornamentation suggest that they were constructed in the early 20th century.

The Lilburn Cottages embody the distinctive characteristics of its type, period, and method of
construction. The Lilburn Cottages are significant as part of the Lilburn estate (HO-353). The buildings
could have been constructed to house workers on the Lilburn estate. Alternatively, they could have been
built as rental housing for workers at the nearby mills on the Patapsco River.
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

The property owner did not provide access to the site prior to preparation of the form and the property was surveyed from the
roadway. Thus, only elements visible from the public way are described.
The Lilburn Cottages are located on College Avenue, just south of the Ellicott City Historic District in Howard County, Maryland.
The 6.75-acre property is distinguished by its' dramatic topography and wooded character. The property backs up to the Patapsco
River Valley State Park. There are five structures on the property that are visible from the public way, including two detached
dwellings and three groups of attached dwellings. One detached dwelling is located in a hollow below College Avenue and the other
four structures are located on a ridge south of the hollow. The group of four structures frame a court accessed by a tear-shaped private
drive, called Weaver Court after a 20th c. owner.
The Lilburn Cottages consist of four contributing buildings and one non-contributing building. The four contributing buildings consist
of a detached wood-frame dwelling and three groups of attached wood-frame dwellings. The buildings are located well away from the
public road and are difficult to date from such a distance. However, the structures are located on land that was once part of the Henry
R. Hazlehurst estate, Lilburn (HO-353), and have ornamentation that matches that seen on the Lilburn-Balderstone's Cottage (HO355). Thus, it is assumed that the buildings were constructed to house workers on the Lilburn estate or as rental housing on the
property and should be viewed as part of the Lilburn complex.
The contributing detached cottage is the building in the complex that is located nearest the public way. Only the west and north
facades are visible from the public way. The dwelling is a 1 1/2-story, 2-bay, wood-frame, gable-front house. The building is
currently covered with asphalt siding and has an asphalt roof. The house retains wood six-over-six windows. The primary, gablefront, facade of the house faces west. A 1-story, shed-roofed, 20th c. wood porch extends from the front facade and covers the entry
door. The 2nd story has one window opening, which is centered in the gable end. An ornamental, hipped-roof hood supported by
latticed brackets caps the window. The south elevation is two-bays wide and is symmetrical. The 1st story has two window openings.
A stovepipe pierces the 1st story facade. A shed roofed dormer projects from the south slope of the roof and encloses two window
openings. The house is located at the bottom of a hollow and the current tenants farm the surrounding basin. The house's drive
originates at Lilburn and passes across multiple other properties before reaching the house.
The other three contributing buildings on the property are attached dwellings that form an L-shaped group that frames a courtyard.
One building is located on the north side of the courtyard and two buildings are located on the east side of the courtyard. The
buildings are 1 1/2-story, wood-frame dwellings with asphalt and plywood siding and asphalt roofs. The buildings retain wood 6over-6 windows. The doors have ornamental hipped-roof hoods with latticed supports.
The building on the north side of the courtyard appears to house three units. The south elevation of the north building has six bays and
east and west elevation has two bays. The 1st story of the south facade has two door openings and four window openings that follow a
regular d, w, w, d, w, w pattern from west to east. Five gable dormers pierce the south roof slope and hold window openings. The
west elevation has two window openings at each the 1st and 2nd story and a small vent or window opening at the peak of the gable.
The east elevation has a door opening on the south side and a 1-story wood shed-roofed structure projects from the north side. The
2nd story has two window openings and a vent or window opening at the peak of the gable.
Two buildings edge the east side of the courtyard. The southeast building appears to largely replicate the north building, with six bays
on its west side and two bays on its south elevation. The northeast building has three bays on its west elevation, which is the only
elevation visible from the public way. The building is shorter than the other two and ceiling heights must be quite low. The 1st story
has one door opening and two window openings. The door opening is located in the northern bay. Three gabled dormers that hold
window openings break the west slope of the roof.
A second detached dwelling is located on the west side of the courtyard. The building's form appears to be 20th century, and unless
closer examination reveals that the building has a 19th c. construction date, the house does not contribute to the Lilburn Cottages
complex.
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Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.)

The Lilburn Cottages embody the distinctive characteristics of its type, period, and method of construction. The Lilburn Cottages are
significant as part of the Lilburn estate (HO-353). The buildings could have been constructed to house workers on the Lilburn estate.
Alternatively, they could have been built as rental housing for workers at the nearby mills on the Patapsco River.
While the stone Gothic Hazlehurst mansion, Lilburn, is individually significant, its significance is amplified when viewed in context
with its associated worker's houses and outbuildings, including the Lilburn Cottages. Viewed as a group the buildings associated with
Lilburn provide a more complete image of the estate, which historically supported a wide range of activities including farming and
dairying.
The cottages are located on property developed by Henry R. Hazlehurst as his retirement estate. Henry R. Hazlehurst (1815-1900)
was a wealthy England-born industrialist who retired to Howard County. Born in Minton, England, his father was a Philadelphian and
the family returned the States when Hazlehurst was four. After his father's death, when Henry was a teenager, he went to work in the
engineering department of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad under his cousin, chief engineer, Benjamin H. Latrobe, who was the son of
the architect Benjamin H. B. Latrobe. Benjamin H. Latrobe laid out the B & O line between Baltimore and Washington D.C. and also
married Henry Hazlehurst's sister. Henry Hazlehurst's first wife was Ellen Thomas, the daughter of Dr. Thomas, who owned much of
land along the Patapsco River between Ellicott City and Ilchester. Ellen Thomas did not live long after their marriage. In the 1850s,
Hazlehurst established a successful Baltimore-based machinery manufactory with James Murray, previously the master of machinery
for the Baltimore & Ohio. The firm made marine engines and was involved in steamship lines. In 1852, he married Elizabeth
McKim, daughter of David Telfair McKim. He retired to Lilburn in 1858 and "in his retirement Mr. Hazlehurst spent his time reading
and looking after his property interests."1
The 6.75-acre property on which the Hammond Cottage was historically part of Dr. Allen Thomas's large land holdings in the "Valley
of Owen" as the tract between Ellicott City and the village of Ilchester was known. In 1856 and 1857, the Thomas family granted 50
acres to Hazlehurst's second wife, where Hazlehurst constructed Lilburn. The land where the Lilburn Cottages are located is part of
that original estate. In 1870, his household consisted of him (aged 55), his second wife Elizabeth McKim Hazlehurst (aged 42), and
children George (aged 14), Catherine (aged 12), Margaret (aged 10), Julia (aged 8), Elizabeth (aged 6). The Hazlehursts also had an
extensive staff, both black and white, including a governess, a seamstress, a nurse, a dairymaid, a coachman, a waiter, a laundress, a
cook, a maid, and a cow driver.2
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"Obituary, Henry R. Hazlehurst," The Sun (Baltimore), Feb. 21, 1900, p. 7, col. 6.
Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of United States: 1870, Population Schedule, Ellicott City, 2nd District, Page
5.

Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Inventory No.

HO-855

Name
Continuation Sheet
Number _8__ Page 1

The cottages were probably built after this land passed out of the Hazlehurst family in 1902 following Henry Hazlehurst's death, when
the Odd Fellows purchased 50 acres on College Avenue, perhaps to use the mansion as a lodge. In 1906, the Odd Fellows sold the
property to Albert H. Weld of Baltimore City. In 1910, Weld (aged 45) - who had his own income - lived at Lilburn with his wife
Nannie (aged 43), their daughters, Katherine (aged 7) and Edith (aged 5), her daughter from a pervious marriage, Josephine Browne
(aged 13) and their servants, including a nurse, a cook, a gardener and a servant.3 Weld died in 1923 and John C. Maginnis, an
insurance manager, purchased the property. Maginnis apparently passed away too, and the land became embroiled in a civil court
case between Adelaide Maginnis and Bertha Wolfe. Joshua N. Warfield and Jacob New, trustees were given the authority to sell the
property. In 1930, Henry A. Knott, a prominent and very wealthy Baltimore contractor who endowed the current Knott Foundation,
bought 20.5 acres. Knott only owned the property for four years and sold it to A. Victor Weaver in 1934. In 1930, Alfred V. Weaver
(aged 50) - the treasurer of an insurance company, lived on School Street in Ellicott City, with his wife Gertrude (aged 45) and
daughters Louise (aged 20) and Betty (aged 13).4 The private road that leads back to the main group of buildings retains his name
"Weaver Court." A. Victor Weaver died in 1948 and left part of the property to his daughters Louise Sullivan and Ella Gassaway.
The women, and their husbands, sold the property, which then comprised 8.05 acres, in 1957. The property has had two additional
owners since 1957. The current owner, Ronald Spahn, has recently submitted a subdivision application for the property that would
result in demolition of the buildings.
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