HO-553 Circa 1863
The Joshua Disney Log House

Private

Highland

Joshua Disney's Log House faces north on the south side
of Route 108, three houses west of its intersection with
Route 216. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two
story high, log house, resting on a stone foundation,
with a 1900, one bay wide, two story high, frame addition
consturcted along its east wall. Its wide brick and
stone chimney is placed on the east wall of the original
22'x16' log house, while another sguare brick chimney

is centered on its west wall. The latter holds no

fireplace and is believed to have been used for a stove.

This log house is believed to have been constructed
circa 1863, by Joshua Disney and may well have existed

prior to that time.
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Joshua Disney's Log House faces north on the south side of Route 108,
three houses west of its intersection with Route 216. It is a three
bay wide, one room deep, two story high,log house, resting on a
stone foundation, with a 1900 one bay wide, two story high, frame
addition constructed along its east wall. Its wide brick and stone
chimney is placed on the east wall of the original 22'x16' log

house, while another square brick chimney is centered on its west
wall. The latter holds no fireplace and is believed to have

been used for a stove.

North Elevation

The north elevation of the ofiginal log house has been exposed so
that the first floor ceiling joists, as well as log construction, can
be seen. This elevation holds a central, rectangular, twelve

light entrance door,flanked by two rectangular, double-hung windows,
holding six-over-six lights, underlined by projecting, flat wooden
sills and surmounted by flat wooden lintels. End bay, second floor,
vertically aligned windows rest above. In addition, a similar
first and second floor, vertically alighned, window rests in the

east end bay of .the 1900 frame addition.

West Elevation

The west elevation holds a first floor, rectangular, double window,
composed of two rectangular, double-hung windows, holding six-over-
one lights; separated and flanked by a flat, wooden pilaster. A

second floor, rectangular, double-hung window, holding six-over-six

lights is centered into this wall.
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East Elevation

The east elevation holds a similar rectangular, first and second
floor, vertically aligned window, with a square four light attic
window above. The east wall of the one story high, shed roofed,
frame addition, which runs along the building's south wall, holds

two square, double-hung, six-over-six light windows.

South Elevation

The south elevation of both the original log house and its addition
holds a one story high, shed roofed addition, the south bay of
which was once used as a summer kitchen. It holds a small, rectangular,
double-hung, six-over-six light window. North of this original
summer kitchen once ran an open porch, which was screened in and
later enclosed. Its south wall, from east to west holds 1) a
rectangular, double~hung window, holding six-over-six lights 2) a
rectangular entrance door, 3) a small, rectangular one-one light
casement window and 4) a rectangular, double-hung window, holding
four-over-four lights. The entire interior of the log house has
been exposed to reveal the original log construction, ceiling joists

and flooring.
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The Joshua Disney Log House at Highland, Howard County, Maryland,
is significant as a fine example of vernacular log archtiecture1
and important to local history2 as the home of Joshua Disney,

wheelwright and blacksmith.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

1. This ldé house is believed to have been constucted by Joshua
Disney in 1863, when he bought four acres of land from Lorenzo and
RAchel Wilson for $100.00. The 1860 Martenet Map notes Joshua
Disney located hefe, with two buildings in this general location.
It is possible that he occupied this building and later bought

the property. At any rate, by 1863, Joshua Disney occupied this
log house, which has presently been restored by Cy and Mildred

Gallis, its present owners.

Architecturally, it is a fine example of log construction, 22 feet
wide, and 16 feet deep, composed of one large room, with a wide

stone fireplace centered on its easf wall and a staircase running

along its south wall. Thelentire interior, log construction is
revealed, as well as the hand hewn floor jéists.and secona floor .
plank floors. The exterior north wall also reveals log construétion,

..while the siding on_the west wall has been retained to provide additional
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insulation at this elevation.

An additional bay was added circa 1900, extending eastward and
continuing the height and general proportions of the o:ginal
structure. An additional one story high, enclosed, shed roofed
addition, once an open porch and summer kitchen, now runs along
the building's south wall. Neither of these additions detract in
any way from the original log structure, one of the finest

examples of such nineteenth century, construction in Howard County.

2. The history of the building can be traced back to a deed

from Amos W. Welsh to Lorezo Wilson, 2 January, 1855 (liber 15-
folio 291-Howard County Records). Eight years later Lorenzo

and Rachel Wilson sold this four acre tract of land for $100.00 to
Joshua Disney. At that time, Route 216 was known as 0ld Annapolis
Road. Joshua Disney had three children, one of whom, Clarence,

served as wheelwright, as well as Malcom, Clarence's son.
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April 21, 2004

Digital color photo on file at MHT
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Name : HO-572
Joshua Disney's Log House
Location: 13475 Route 108
Highland, Ma land 20777
Photographer: ‘ éieora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P.
Date of photograph: June, 1981
Negatives in possession 6f the Maryland Historical Trust
View: Northeast .
Photographer looking: Southwest
Photograph number: 1 of 1



