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Landing Road Cider Mill

Elkridge

Private 1916

The Landing Road Cider Mill faces west on the west side of
Landing Road, just south of its intersection with Ilchester Road.
It is a fourteen bay wide, one room deep, one story high, gabled
roof (running north-south) frame building, with a one story high,
shed roofed, frame addition, running along its west elevation. The
west elevation of this frame addition holds seven large, six light
windows, with two large, rectangular, six light, double entrance
doors taking up its sixth and seventh north bays and its fifth and
sixth south bays. Three nine light, horizontal rectangular windows
take up the first three south bays of this west wall, which are
used for office space.

The cider mill works are located in a small room in the north-
eastern corner of this building. The apples enter the mill to a
slide, from a large apple bin, on top of a tall frame tower on the
north end of the building's east wall. This slide brings them to
an apple wash and thence to a conveyor belt and large blender, which
creates the apple pumice, from which the cider is formed after plac-
ing beneath the apple press.

Visual aids have been installed by Mr. Owens, the manager, to

help children and adults who visit the cider mill better understand
the process.
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building faces west and is a fourteen bay wide, one room deep, one story
high, gable roof (running North-south), frame building, with a one story
high, shed roofed, frame addition, rumning along its west elevation. The
west elevation of this frame addition holds seven large, six light windows,
with two large, rectangular, six light, double entrance doors taking up

its sixth and seventh north bays and its fifth and sixth south bays.

Three nine light, horizontal rectangular windows take up the first three
south bays of this west wall.

Four light rectangular, casement windows are located on the building's
east elevation, which features a one story high, shed roof, open porch,
supported by square posts. A central batten wood door is located in this
elevation, flanked by small, three light, rectangular, casement windows.

A large double, one-one light casement window rests north of this and a
double three-three light casement window south.

-

A tall frame tower, located on the north-east corner of the east wall
holds the large container for the apples, which then enter the building
through an opening and slide.

The north elevation of the Cider Mill holds a rectangular, frame door
in its west bay and two six light, first floor, rectangular windows east
of this door.

The apples enter the mill from the apple bin, located in the tall
frame tower on the north end of the building's east wall. They enter a
slide which brings them to a wash tub, from which they enter a conveyer
belt which rises to a large blender vat from which a hose sends out the
apple pumice to the three stacks located on the other side of the wall
of the mill works. Mr. Owens has constructed special visual aids so that
those adults and children, who visit the Cider Mill can better understand
the process.

After the 12-13 packets of apple pumice are filled and leveled off
with a board, a cloth is folded over in such a way that it contains the
ground up apple pumice and is covered by a heavy oak board. Twelve to
thirteen levels of these are placed under the apple press, which then
use s a power of some 3,000 pounds pressure per square inch to crush the

pumice and produce the cider, which then flows through to a holding tray,

thence to a hose and on to a large refrigerator. Originally the apples

WETGoRFHIE Of KRl ikt 5 MERERHRRy? Sieve: Now they are crushed
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in a small northeast corner room and transferred through pipes to the
vats in the main room.

School children, Scout groups and numerous other visitors enjoy
watching this process and recieving free samples of the cider produced,
which contains no additives or preservatives.

The small mill works is located at the north end of the building,
with a small office located on the south end. The interior is simple,
revealing the buildings construction and holding large serving tables
for floral displays as well as apples and cider.

West of this main building, incorporating the Cider Mill works,
office and sales store, lie auxiliary frame sheds and buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Landing Road Cider Mill is significant in the area of Agri-
culture, industry and the architecture of farm buildings and sheds for
Howard County and the State of Maryland.

Agriculturally, it is important to Howard County and the State of
Maryland for its surrounding apple orchards, which furnish apples for
the cider mill. Due to the cider mill works, plans for the expansion
and increase of their apple production is continual. The location of
this mill and their orchards, as well as Sewell's apple orchards in
Oakland Mills is important not only to the citizens of Howard County,
but those of surrounding states and counties as well.

Industrially, the mill 1) produces cider with no additives or
preservatives and 2) offers an opportunity for visitors to the cider
mill to view the process. A continual flow of visitors, including
groups of school children, scout troops and other civic organizations,
tour the cider mill, viewing, through the use of visual aids, the pro-
cess of how cider is made.

Architecturally, this large shed is an example of the crude but
solid construction of a large farm shed, housing office, mill and sales
store. The work which goes on in the building is more important than
the building itself. Without, however, the shelter afforded by the
simple gabled roof frame shed, featuring vertical siding and a row of
west windows which flood the space with light, that work would not go
on. It is, therefore, important as an example of a simple, crude
frame shed, used to house a cider mill.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Howard County Land Records
Interview with Matthew Neels, Grandson of Brittain Green who worked

here, November 7, 1979. ) . .
Interview with Kathy Kolosky, Home Economist at Landing Road Cider Mill,

November 7, 1979. Interview with Mr. Owens, Manager of Land?ng Road
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY Cider Mill.

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _D 8 . 44 Acres

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 31

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 525  Foljo 22

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE  Maryland COUNTY  Howard

STATE COUNTY

EB1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist

ORGANIZATION DATE
Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3450 Coyrt House Drive
CiTY OR TOWN STATE

ETlicott City Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Cider Mill Works
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