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The Ridgely-Mercier House c. 1890
Lisbon

Private

The Ridgely-Mercier House faces north on the southwast corner of Church Alley

and Route 144 It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled
roof (running east west) frame building, with square, corceled brick chimneys
inset into the center of its east and west walls. |Initially the building was
constructed in a '""T'" plan with a two story high, one bay wide, one bay deep,
later extended, intersecting gable roof (running north-south) frame addition
extending south from the central bay of the building's south wall, This has
been filled in on the east elevation by a two story high, simi-enclosed,

shed roofed porch, creating the building's present '"L'" plan. This building
is notable historically as the residence of Miss Elsie Pearl Mercier, who
according to Mrs, Celia Holland, local historian served Howard County as
educator for over forty years and was the granddaughter of Charles Woods of
New York, one of three original contractors (Mathew, Woods & Hall) who laid
the first B & O railroad tracts from Baltimore to Ellicotts Mills in 1828-29.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PRYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ridgel y-Mercier House faces north on the southwest corner of Church Alley

and Route 144. It is a three bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, gabled roof
(running east-west) frame house, built on a stone foundation with square brick
chimneys inset into its east and west walls. Several additions have been made to
its south wall, which originally formed a "T" plan and later an "L" plan.

The north elevation features a central, one light rectangular entrance
surmounted by a two light transom, flanked by single, double-hung, rectangular
windows with two-over-two lights, decorated with shutters. A one story high,
flat roofed, open porch, held by four scrolled posts with scrolled brackets runs
along this elevation. Three vertically aligned and proportionally scaled, second
floor windows rest above.

The west elevation of the house holds no apertures, while the east elevation
holds two first and second floor, two-over-two, light windows and a four light
attic casement window.

Initially a one bay wide, one room deep, two story high intersecting gable
roof (running north-south) frame south wing extended from the central bay of the
south wall, which held a first and second floor window in its west bay. Later
a one bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof extension to the south
wall of the base of the "T" was constructed, while along both these additions was

constructed a two story high, shed roofed open porch, whose south side was enclosed,

leaving the north side open. The first floor of this open section has recently
been blocked in by cinder block and it remains open on the second floor, secured
by a wooden railing. First and second floor rectangular entrances are located on
its east wall.

The interior features open transoms above entrances from one room to another,
decorated with scrolled spindles. A fine central staircase leads to the second
floor.

The building stands on three/fourths of an acre of ground and except for
some cosmetic facelifting is in good condition.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Ridgely-Mercier House is important architecturally and historically to

the town of

Lisbon and Howard County, Maryland.

Architecturally it is representative of a turn of the century frame house,
blending earlier elements of the three or five bay wide, one room deep, two story
high, gabled roof house with attached kitchen wing forming an "L" plan with later
more elaborate interior work, such as the scrolled wood spindles which fill the
transoms over interior doors. Not only is its scale and architectural integrity

south side of Route 144 between

and Service

Station. Located on the southwest corner of Church Alley and Route 144,

a protective barrier for then.

Historically the house is asso
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through the fine service rendered the County as
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Baltimore to Ellicott Mills in 1828 - 1829, Mrs. Holland relates in her article,
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Miss Pearl,
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According to the present owner, Mrs. Poole, the house is said to have been
constructed c. 1890, was one of the showplaces of Lisbon and was always available to

St. Paul's Episcopal Church as the site for their
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Annual Silver Tea.
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The house is believed to have been built, initially, as a summer residence.
Lisbon, for many years was a summer resort for people in Baltimore and Washington.
There were no heating facilities until later for the present house, which further
substantiates this theory on the part of the owner.

Architecturally and historically significant, the Ridgely-Mercier House,
along with the entire town of Lisbon should be placed on the National Register
of Historic Places.
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