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THE JORSEY=-ga11, HOUSE Li ca 1859
Lisbon

Private

‘he Dorsey-Hall house faces south on the north < de of

Anute 14k, two houses east of the 0ld Lisbon Hotol, It

s 2 four bay wide, one room deep, two story hig~, gabled
ree” (running east-west) brick (laid in flemish  ond and
Fnglish garden wall brick bond) structure, witih ide brick
¢hiiney inset into its west wall, The first floo~ apertures
of its south facade have been altered and two bav; have been
@idded in frame to its east wall in perfect unity >f scale with
the brick house and under an extension of its g led roof. A
one story high, hipped roof, open porch is cent: 2d along the
south facade of the brick house and its frame a ition, which
have both been painted white:tozcreate-a well+in egrated
2ppegrance,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dorsey-Hgll. Hcuse is located on the north side of Route 144 some
700 feet east of its intersection with Woodbine Road.

It is a four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof
(running east-west), brick (laid in flemish bond on the south wall and
English garden wall brick bond on the remainder walls) house with wide
corbeled brick chimney inset into its west wall. -

The south facade has been altered. There are evidences of first
floor splayed brick lintels under the second floor windows in the
second west bay and the first and second east bay. One original rect-
angular window remains in the first west bay, decorated with a splaved
brick, flat arched lintel, projecting wooden sill and green wooden
shutters.

The windows were originally vertically aligned and proportionally
scaled with a rectangular cross paneled entrance door in the second
east bay surmounted by a splayed brick flat arched lintel. Today the
first floor holds 1) a window between the original second west bay and
second east bay, 2) a rectangular cross paneled entrance, surmounted
by a four light transom, in the east bay just east of the original
window which has been bricked in, and 3) the original window in the
first west bay.

A four light horizontal rectangular basement window is located
on the west side of the house, decorated with a stretcher brick flat
arched lintel.

The west wall of the brick house holds a single four light attic
window decorated with a flat header brick lintel and projecting wooden
sill.

Along the entire east wall of the brick house has been added a two
bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running east-
west, continuing the roof line of the brick house eastward) frame
addition constructed on a stone foundation. The south wall of this
addition holds two vertically aligned, rectangular, double-hung windows
with two-over-two lights, decorated with projecting wooden sills and
green wooden shutters. A three light, horizontally rectangular base-
ment window rests in the stone foundation of this wall which holds a
central, one story high, open, hipped roof porch, supported by four
doric wooden columns with five central steps leading to its landing.
The east wall of the frame addition holds a central corbeled brick
chimney and one four light attic: window south of the chimney. A
cellar door rests on the north side of this wall.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Dorsey-.Hall House HC- 228
Description Statement District 4
Page 2

A two story high, one tay wide, one bay deep, gabled roof
(running north-south) frame addition resting on a cinder block foun-
dation, with square exterior brick chimney on its north wall, extends
northward from the north wall of the early frame addition. It holds
a first and second floor, rectangular, double~-hung window, each
holding six-over-six lights, on its east wall with two similar first
and second floor windows on its north wall.

The north wall of the brick house holds two second floor double-
hung rectangular windows with six-over-six lights and along the north
wall beneath a one story high shed roofed addition which connects the
west wall of addition three with the east wall of addition two (See
figure 2) which extends from the west bay of the north wall of the
brick house. It is a two story high, one bay wide, one room deep
gabled roof (running north-south) frame addition with square brick
corbeled chimney (similar to that of the early frame east addition)
centered into its north wall.

Two small one story high, gabled roof (running north-south) frame
sheds lie north of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dorsey-gHa1] House is significant historically and architecturally,

Architecturally, it is significant as one of five brick houses, which all are

located on the north side of Route 144,

It appears that after Caleb Pancoast

built the frame house, now a north wing of the 01d Lisbon Hotel, extensive
development occurred on the south side of Route 144 and on the north side of
Route 144, west of Madison Street, now called Woodbine Road. When the railroad
came through the area in the mid 1830's, Lisbon became popular as a summer

resort,

By 1832 the Presbyterian Manse on the northwest corner of Route 1hik

and Madison Street was constructed and in all probability the other four

brick houses in Lisbon were constructed shortly thereafter.

By August 3, 1859

the house owned by Ann Dorsey of Washington, D.C. had been erected and was
sold to Andrew Mercer for $800. (20-325)

The house stayed in the Mercer family and later came into the hands of John

P. Hall of Battimore City on April 26, 1872, (31-491) He evidently rented the
house to @ Mr. John for the Hopkins Atlas of 1878 notes it as the residence of
Hall. By May 21, 1884, Mr, Hall had made his residence in Washington, D.C,
and sold the house to Nicholas Henderson, who turned it over within five months

Mr,

to Sarah Ann Hook on October 8, 1884 for $1,000 (48-540),

by Mrs. Bidinger who maintains the brick house and its surrounding land with the

utmost care and attention,

It is presently owned

It is in its architecture, however, that the house is most significant, Four
bays wide, it is possible that it was 1) a duplex or 2) a rather luxurious

summer home.

Though one bay wider than its two neighbors to the west and the

Lisbon Female School to its east, it is smaller in scale than the Presbyterian

Manse which is also four bays wide.
flat arched lintels over the scaled a

Thestylistic detail in the stretcher brick
nd once vertically aligned windows (see

figure 1) is similar to that found on the other four brick houses, leading to a

belief that all were constructed between the years 1832 and 1859,

An earlier

date is more probable for the romanesque and gothic revival in American domestic
architecture was yshered in during the 1660's, These brick homes in Lisbon were
more than likely completed by 1840,

It is, however, the scale and proportions of the Ann Dorsey House which lend it
8 distinction and charm which singles it out as a valuable architectural land-

mark,

Even the frame addition on its east wall as well as the alteration of its

first floor apertures cannot detract from this singularity. This is due to the

fact that the fram

CONTIN

UE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

e addition is built to conform and continue the south facade's
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scale, regularity and stylistic detail.
offset by painting both the brick house a
a central entrance and adding a central,

der clisie s

cC

The material alone @iffers and this is
nd its frame addition white, creating
hipped roof open porch on this facade.
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See attachments three and four.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please see Howard County Land Records Liber: 232
Folio: 360

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE  Maryland COUNTY  Howard

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist
ORGANIZATION DATE
Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3450 Court House Drive
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Ellicott City Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Figure 1

Ho-" 228
The Dorsey-John House
Sketch of Original South Facade

of Original Brick House
Cleora Thompson, AIP
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Figure 1 *
Ho-" 228

The Dorsey=- Hall House

Sketch of Original South Facade
of Original Brick House

Cleora Thompson, AIP
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Figure 2
Ho- 228
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