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ST. BARNABAS 1850
Sykesville

Private

Built in 1850 as a Chapel of Ease for Holy Trinity Parish in
Eldersburg, three and one half miles from Sykeville, St. Barnabas
has been noted in the Howard County General Plan as an outstanding
Howard County Landmark.

Architecturally its simple, clean lines, fine stone work
(fenestration is accentuated by arched ashlar stone lintels and pro-
jecting flat stone sills), scalloped barge boards and picturesque
belfry located on the apex of its gabled roof are its most notable
features.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
St. Barnabas is located on Forsythe Road near the intersection of Route
32. A gable roofed granite stone church of four bays depth with a width of
one, it presents a simple strong architectural statement. Not picturesque
1ike St. Paul's and St. Mark's, nor of the architectural grandeur of St.
Johns or Grace Episcopal Church, it nevertheless presents an outstanding
example of a simple granite country church.

Its west elevation holds a rectangular double entrance door surmounted
by a four lite transom and decorated by an arched ashlar stone lintel. Fine
paneling is represented in the door frame and granite steps approach a smooth
granite landing.

... Rectangular casement windows with two-two 1lights .  decorated
with arched ashlar stone lintels and projecting flat stone sills are located
on the north and south bays.

The east elevation holds a large tripartite arched window with rectangu-
lar inserts decorated with an ashlar stone arched lintel with keystone. On
the apex of the roof, above the east window rises a wooden belfrey.

A cellar door is located on the south wall. A square chimney rises from
the center of the south wall.

On the east bay of the north wall five stone steps lead to a rectangular
entrance door with forty-eight lites which leads into the sacristy and is
surmounted by a tripartite leaden stained glass transom. Scalloped barge
boards on the east and west elevations lend a quaint picturesque quality to
the church. A wooden framed bulletin board decorated with a broken pediment
is located north of the west entrance door.

A cemetery is located east of the church. Lovely trees and shrubs dot
the church grounds.

The interior of St. Barnabas is softened and lightened by its several
stained glass windows.

The large three paneled east window above the altar depicts the Good

Shepherd in the center, St. Barnabas on the north and St. Paul on the south.
A central rectangular transom depicts a descending dove, symbol of the Holy
Spirit. Round stained glass windows over the north and south panels are sur-
mounted by quatre foils.

The three stained glass rectangular windows on the south wall of the nave
west to east depict St. Peter St. John, Gloria in Excellsis Deo. The three

Windows on the north wall of the nave depict St. Mark, St. Luke and
St. James." , . o .. .
Rectafhgular entrance doors to the sacristy inset into Gothic panels

are placed north and south of the altar. A Gothic arch inset creates alter
space on the east wall of the nave.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of St. Barnabas lies in both its architecture and its
history. Its roots go back to St. Thomas Parish which formed "Holy Trinity
Protestant Episcopal Church" on March 8, 1771 in Eldersburg, 3% miles from
Sykesville.

Two acres were provided to build a "Chapel of Ease" for the benefit of
the "Delaware Hundred", the name of their election district.

This stone structure no longer stands but from it stems St. Barnabas
Protestant Episcopal Church which was built in 1850 as a Chapel of Ease
for Holy Trinity Parish.

The Warfield family who had settled in this area were instrumental in
the formation of this 1ittle country church. George Frazier Warfield built
"Groveland” in 1834 near Sykesville. Three of his sons were on the first
vestry.

Architecturally its simple, clean lines, fine sturdy stone work
(fenestration is accentuated by arched ashlar stone Tintels and projecting
flat stone sills) and pleasing scalloped barge boards with picturesque

Located on the Howard County side of Sykesville it has been noted in the
Howard County General Plan as an outstanding county landmark.

belfry located on the apex of its gabled roof are its most notable features}
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The Reverend Henry Hammond, Rector of St. Barnabas, 442-2681

Early History of Sykesville and Vicinity, quoted from Scharf's
History of Western Maryland, published 1882, Published by Vestrj
of St. Barnabas, 1950.

Interview with Mrs. Sarah Albaugh, 7530 Main St. Sykesville, Md
21784, former Rector's wife and present parishioner. September
17, 1976.
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