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Thaddeus Crapster's Log House

Woodbine

Private early nineteenth century

Thaddeus Crapster's Log House faces west on the east side
of Route 94, five miles south of Route 144 at Lisbon. It
is a three bay wide, one room deep, one and a half story
high, gabled roof (running north-south) log house, resting
on a stone foundation with a central dymer window inset
into the roof line over the rectangular paneled door on the
west elevation. Single rectangular, six-over-six light
windows flank this entrance which is covered by a gabled
roof portico supported by two log colunms.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Thaddeus Crapster Log House faces west on the east side of Route 94,
five miles south of Route 144 at Lisbon. It sits back from the road
some two tenths of a mile behind a large corn field, with woods on its
south and east. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, one and a half
story high gabled roof (running north-south) log house, set on a stone
foundation with a central dormer window holding a rectangular, double
hung window with six-over-six lights, on its west elevation.

A central rectangular, gﬁneled west entrance is flanked b% rectangular
double-hung windows with six-over-six lights and covered by a gabled,

shake roof, portico held by two log beams.

The natth elevation holds a wooden Trectangular entrance door

with square windows above. The rectangular north entrance is located
east of center, while the gable rpof on this elevation is entirely
composed >f rectangular and triangular glass panels, two of which
are small square sliding, windows. A small brick patio is located on
this elevation. The east elevation holds a first floor window on the
north side and a central cellar door.

The south elevation features a rectangular six-over-six light central
first floor window and a double window above inset into a shingled A
frame.

This entire building has been completely restored and renovated and is
now composed of one large room downstairs whose south wall contains a
modern kitchen area. A bed room lies above. The hand hewn, log beams
have been exposed on both the interior and exterior of the house. This
exposure creates a charming interior. The underside of the main joists
of the house are covered with bark while the facing side is smooth. An
interlocking dovetail was used to join the logs, which were put together
with no nails. This log house is an outstanding example of restoration
and how such work creates a charming unique residence as well as the
preservation of a local historic land mark.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thaddeus Crapster Log House is significant architecturally and historically.

Architecturally it is noteworthy as a well-constructed log house, which has

just been restored by its present owners, Mr, and Mrs. James Heckman.
and exterior facing of the hand hewn logs have been exposed and new plaster has covered

Both the

the stone and mud like filling used as chinking between the logs on both the exterior

and interior,

Modern plumbing has been installed where only a sink once stood.

According to local residents of this area this log cabin stood long before it
was used by Thaddeus Crapster as his home from the late nineteenth century well

into the twentieth,
down his findings.

of his deughter Mary of Baltimore, Maryland.

He was notable as a local historian who delighted in writing
He collected antiques as well,
by vandals and much of his research disorganized.

His papers and house were ransacked
These papers are now in the hands

Noteworthy as part of a large land grant called ''Big Meadow' once belonging to
the Ellicott House on Route 94, now known as Rockland Farm, this old log house should
be placed on the Natural Register of Historic Places as a fine example of a log
dwelling used today as a modern private residence.
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Please see Attachment I Tax Mapl3
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Please see Howard County Land Records Liber 671 Folio 250
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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