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WALNUT GROVE )

Clarksville ol Circa 1785
Private o

Walnut Grove is a two and a half story five bay wide, two bay deep gabled
roof stone structure which features exceptionally fine quoining and unusual
projecting mortar work. Its central rectangular east and west entrances are
surmounted by transoms and connected by a central hallway.

The building's north and south walls hold double chimneys which are partially
connected, an unusual feature since they more frequently are connected in such
a way as to appear as one massive chimney with separate flues indistinquishable,.

The roof treatment of the three dormer windows is similar to Howard Lodge with
its central dormer holding a double window surmounted by a single closed ped-
iment and flanked by single window gabled roof dormers, whose windows hold six-
over-six lites, also surmounted by single closed pediments. Dependencies lie
west and north of the house with a square tent roofed stone well house con-
nected to slave pits which lie on either side of the west porch entrance.

The land on which Walnut Grove stands was a grant of 574 acres which Thomas
Becowne, ''the Patuxent Ranger'' recieved because of his friendship with Captain
John Dorsey, He called it '"Brown's Chance and Captain Dorsey's Friendship"
later selling it to him and relocating in the Woodstock area,

Walnut Grove was built circa 1785 by Coloney Gassaway Watkins who served in the
Revolution from 1776-1783, acquiring the property through his marriage to Ruth
Dorsey of Brown's Chance.

An unusually fine old home located on Howard County's richest farm land, Walnut
Grove is exceptionally well maintained by its present owner Mrs. W. Sears Hebb.
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From Route 29, go west 6 miles on 108 until you reach Sheppard
Lane on your north side. Take your second left and go up the
road which leads to a large stone house, Walnut Grove,
surrounded by barns and farmhouses.

Walnut Grove is a 2% story stone house constructed of
ashlar stone. with exceptionally fine quoining and projecting
mortar work. It is five bays wide and two bays deep with
central rectangular door and transom facing east.

Fenestration is rectangular, double hung with six-over-six
lights. All the windows are decorated with flat stone lintels
and progectlng stone sills.

-bouble brick (laid in running bond brick)chim-
neys are locatedon the south and north walls. Three gabled
dormer windows are inset into the gabled roof. The north and
south dormers hold rectangular windows with six-over-six lights
surmounted by a closed pediment while the central bay dormer
holds double rectangular windows with six-over-six lites
surmounted by a single closed pediment. A simple cornice runs
along the gabled roof.

A flat roofed porch with first floor wooden railing and
matching second floor ballustrade covers the west entrance.
Four doric columnSrest on stone piles which support the porch
roof and ballustrade.The west elevation is similar in all
respects to the east elevation with the exception of 1.) the
porch and 2) only one first floor window on either side of the
central rectangular doorway. A central second floor french
door with 5 - 5 lites and 3-lite transom leads on ta the
second floor porch.

A flagstone walkway approaches from the south with a
stone wall which is lined with boxwood.

A basement entrance is located on the south bay of the

west elevation and under the south side of the porch. Casemenf

windows with 4 - 4 lites lie on each side of the basement door}
Free standing wrought iron lanterns line the driveway up
to the house.
A square tent-roofed stone spring house lies west of the
house with two tenant frame farmhouses and several white
frame outbuildings north-west of it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Walnut Grove is outstanding historically and architectural
It is situated on prime agricultural land, Howard County's
limestone valley which runs from Glenelg and stops at Walnut
Grove with a PH level of 7, not too acidic nor too akaline.

From 1929-1959 Walnut Grove was left vacant and during that
time the floor sank and steel beams had to be put into the
house to level them. T ‘

A kitchen has been added to the house, taking a portion of
the original large dining room on its east side.(In the 1700!'S5
the basement was used for preparing food. A five foot fireplag
remains). Two very deep pits are located behind the house
which were connected to the spring house and were used by
slaves. The walls of the house are three and a half feet thick
A central hall holds a major staircase which goes all the way
up to the third floor. The interior features original crown
molding throughout the house.

A grave yard with 100-125 pound stoneslies on the, property.

In 1785 Colonel Gassaway Watkins of the Clarksville area
a revolutionary war hero, built‘Walhﬁt Grove for his Wife,
Ruth Dorsey, daughter of Captain John Dorsey of Brown's Chance

Celia Holland relates the following brief history of the
land which is noteworthy: The land itself, whiéh then totalls

some 600 acres, is of interest. On July 3, 1702, Thomas Browne

with Captain John, he called Brown's Chance and Captain Dorsey
Friendship, on which he built a "habitation." Nineteen days
later, on July 22, 1702 Charles Carroll the Settler patented

ly.

c

"the Patuxent Ranger", rece ived a grant of 574 acres

which, because of his friendsh

-~

0

the original 7,000 acres of Doohoregan, later spelled Doughors

gan.
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Holland, Celia. Landmarks of Howard County, Maryland. University Park

1975.

Interview with Mr. W. Sears Hebb, Jr., son of the owner of Walnut
Grove at Walnut Grove, November - 1976.
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She osouth gable wall is pierced only by three copenings: one n/ﬁ winiow
v the west bay of the first story, one ?’6 window in the center of
he third story, znd a sirgle thres-licgh: cellar window in the center
the foundation. The stonewerk on this cable facade is Ccmnara‘li
i detsil and guality to the front facadm. Remnsnts of early white-
=) e visible on the lower i I the wail, suggesting the
tion may once he keen .




1, *hecre 15 a single, narreow 4,4 wiadow o<fset
£ the first story, a vair of 4/4 windows to tre
e second story, and a single Ffour-iight window
sn the center of the third story. The stonewor® matches the front
Sacade; the fiush brich chimney is laid in common bond.

-

On che rear facade, =z single duo* is locat
tie Tirst story, flanked by single 6/8 win the ncrth window
shows evidence of being converted from s door On the seccond, =z
gingyle coor is flanked by one 6/6 window to the north and “wo 6/6
windows to the south. A two story twentieth century porch is
cencered on this facade, pr ;umabiy replacing an earlier, larger
rozch.  The cellar wall is fully exposed on this facade, with doors
nd windows opaning intc a pair of small courtyards flanking the
rear zorch. These walled yards are traditionally referred to as
sinve piles”, but the scurce of this term is not known.

ot

in the center bay of
wWS; He

terior of the house is laid ou* in a full Gecrg;ax nlan with
ually wide center stair passage. The stair rises against
! 1ll of the passage to an intermediate landing against
1, then turns 180 de qrmes and continues to the second
7 an open-string stair with handsome siender turred
sguare balusters, and a simplie rounded rail. The
qe riecw is rabbeted but otherwise plain. An identical
i@ pelow the first floor stair serves an cpen, straight-

the cellar.

2 two large rectangular rooms to the scuth of the passa
neated by a fireplace centered on the scuth gable wall. These
fireplaces are fitted with large, handsome mantel pieces
‘rical cf thiz Greek Revival per;od (circa 1830-50s). Half-columns
ik the fireplace opening and support plain sideblocks, a paneied
leze and a complex molded shelf that breaks forward above the
deblocke, Greek ogee moldings are predominant in combiration

n series of fillets. Beaded architrave trim with ogee/astragal
&"ki;ﬂd is sed th*nughout the first story, including a large
iuor cpening joining the two south pariors. A bolection mold
chazir rail appears to be a recent feature; the molded baseboard
avpears te be recent but is typical of the latter half of the
arneteenth century Sizx-panel doors with mid-nireteenth century
oarpel molds have been refitted with reproduction sighteenth century
wrass nardware,

of the passage there is one large formal room with

Firaplac the northeast, with a smaller kitchen and bath to the
northwest. The larger room is heated by a fireplace centered on

the north gable wall. This fireplace is fitted with a pilastered
sraex Revival mantel and is flanked by built-in cupbcards fitted

' ~me glass Jdoors. The same Greek Revival architrave trim
ESNE ir this room; the chair rail and cornice aprtear to be

b (Prn The flooring in this room is also narrow renlacement

Z y J, in ~cntrast to the early, wide floosring found in the
3Jage and 3cuth parlors.
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The rocchwest room has been vatel < veral cccasions. The
chimrey stack survivesz, but ceer. blocked.
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chance | : than the use ¢f two handsomely chamferad

= ] o2 2 xing firezla i
L 3 *hkrp,v on the scrth wall; the other chimrev bases
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cemetery located to the north of the hcuse is care-
. The tombstones inciude Cclcnel Gassaway; Watkins
cancra B. Watkins (third wife of bolunel Watkins;

in S. Watkins (died 1893), Eliza Linthicum (died 1899)
pster (died 1830).
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Walnut Grove

continued

When surveyed, Doughoregan extended "from the Patuxent by a blind
path to Thomas Browne's plantation and to four Indian cabins and
thence to some oaks." Despite his fame as the original "ranger" in
this area, Thomas Browne did not remain on this early grant but sold
the land to Captain Dorsey before relocating at Woodstock where he
settled. His "habitation" is thought to have been the small two room
structure which still stands on the edge of the lawn at Walnut Grove.
For these reasons Walnut Grove should be considered for inclusion

into The National Register of Landmarks and any future local landmark
legislation.
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