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Howard County Government, Calvin Ball County Executive   www.howardcountymd.gov 

 
September 15, 2023 

 
 

Steven Powell 
Lutheran Social Ministries of Maryland 
300 St. Luke Circle 
Westminster, MD 21158 
 
Sent via email at spowell@lsmmd.org  

 
                                    RE: WP-24-022, Lutheran Village at Miller’s Grant Phase 2 

(SDP-22-043) 
 
Dear Mr. Powell: 
 

This letter is to inform you that your request for alternative compliance to the Howard County Subdivision and 
Land Development Regulations for the subject project was reviewed. 
 

On September 15, 2023 and pursuant to Section 16.104, the Director of the Department of Planning and Zoning, 
considered and approved your request for alternative compliance with respect to Section 16.156(g)(2) of the Subdivision 
and Land Development Regulations to reactivate the site development plans (SDP-22-043) and extend the deadline date 
to submit a revised site development plan for County review.  

 
 The Department of Planning and Zoning hereby determines that you have demonstrated to its satisfaction that 
strict enforcement of Section 16.156(g)(2) would result in an unreasonable hardship or practical difficulty. This 
determination is made with consideration of your alternative compliance application and the one (1) item you were 
required to address, pursuant to Section 16.104(a)(1): 
 

1. Unreasonable hardship or practical difficulties may result from strict compliance with the regulations. 

The purpose of this alternative compliance petition is to grant the applicant a reactivation of the plan and 150 days to 
submit the revised plans from the May 7, 2023 deadline date. The applicant has been working with County staff to 
resolve stormwater management design issues for a pond that must be expanded to accommodate the additional 
development on the site and to determine whether the request to increase density under ZB 1128 would be pursued. 
Should the request not be granted, the applicant would resubmit a site development plan matching the one previously 
reviewed by County staff.  This would result in an unreasonable hardship. The applicant requests this relief so that the 
community can address immediate capacity issues for the assisted living facility and dedicated nursing units and to 
deliver units that have already been sold. The applicant believes all issues have been addressed to reach technically 
complete with the next submission. Approval of the alternative compliance promotes efficiency of the plan review 
process. 
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Approval of this Alternative Compliance is subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The petitioner shall submit a revised site development plan (SDP-22-043) for County agency review within 30 
days of the approval date of this Alternative Compliance request (on or before October 15, 2023).  
 

2. Provide a general note on the SDP that references this alternative compliance petition approval. 
 
Indicate this alternative compliance petition file number, request, section of the regulations, action, conditions of 

approval, and date on all related plats, and site development plans, and building permits.  This alternative compliance 
approval will remain valid for one year from the date of this letter or as long as a subdivision or site development plan is 
being actively processed in accordance with the processing provisions of the Regulations.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Jill Manion at (410) 313-2350 or email at 
jmanion@howardcountymd.gov.    
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Anthony Cataldo, AICP, Chief 

Division of Land Development 
AC/jam 
 
cc: Research 
 DLD - Julia Sauer 
 DMW – Jacob Dortch  and Jerry Turnbaugh 
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