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Howard County Government, Calvin Ball County Executive   www.howardcountymd.gov 

December 22, 2022 
 
 
 

Andrew Martin SBA Network Services, LLC 
4831 Fordham Road 
Richmond, VA 23236 

 
                                    RE:  WP-23-040, Larriland Farms 
 

 
Dear Mr. Martin: 
 

This letter is to inform you that your request for alternative compliance to the Howard County Subdivision and 
Land Development Regulations for the subject project was reviewed. 

 
On December 18, 2022 and pursuant to Section 16.104, the Director of the Department of Planning and Zoning, 

considered and approved your request for alternative compliance with respect to Section 155(a)(1) of the Subdivision and 
Land Development Regulations for the expansion of a communications tower.  

 
 The Department of Planning and Zoning hereby determines that you have demonstrated to its satisfaction that 
strict enforcement of Section 155(a)(1) would result in an unreasonable hardship or practical difficulty. This determination 
is made with consideration of your alternative compliance application and the one (1) item you were required to address, 
pursuant to Section 16.104(a)(1): 
 
Justification for Recommendation: 

The Division of Land Development recommends APPROVAL of alternative compliance to Section 16.155(a)(1) of the 
Subdivision and Land Development Regulations and finds that strict enforcement of the above-cited regulation would 
result in an unreasonable hardship or practical difficulty. Pursuant to Section 16.104(a)(1), this determination was made 
considering the following: 

1. Unreasonable hardship or practical difficulties may result from strict compliance with the regulations. 

Strict compliance with the regulations would require the applicant to submit a formal Site Development Plan for the 
proposed project. This would result in an unreasonable hardship since a site development plan does not exist for this site 
and for minor improvements such as this would typically be processed as a redline revision to an existing SDP. The 
development of the initial telecommunications facility and the expansion was granted by approval of a previous 
alternative compliance. The subject property would only be expanding the existing wireless facility by adding a 11’x27’ 
fenced area to place a 5’x7’ concrete pad (297 square foot) to locate base radio equipment for the proposed DISH wireless 
antenna equipment, therefore it is reasonable to approve minor improvements through the same process. The proposed 
telecommunications expansion meets the current setbacks and the existing landscaping, if removed, would be replaced 
in-kind. 
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Approval of this Alternative Compliance is subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. The alternative compliance shall apply only to the expanded uses and structures as described in the waiver petition 

exhibit and not to any other activities, uses structures or additions. No disturbance shall be permitted beyond the 
disturbance shown on the waiver exhibit. 

2.  In accordance with Department of Planning and Zoning, Resources Conservation Division - The applicant must 
amend the Agricultural Land Preservation Deed of Easement to release the 297 square feet from the easement. 
Be advised, since the area released does not exceed the release amount originally approved, the proposal does 
not need further review from the Agricultural Preservation Board or the County Council. Construction of the 
improvements may not commence until the Deed of Easement is recorded. 

3.  Compliance with Board of Appeals Case No. 09-43C Decision and Order approved on February 12, 2010 for the 
original communication facility and compliance with the previously approved alternative compliance exhibits, WP-
10-137 & WP-14-114. 

4.  The required landscaping must be in accordance with the alternative compliance exhibit and the Howard County 
Landscape Manual. 

5.  Compliance with all applicable County and State Regulations and obtain all necessary permits from the 
Department of Inspections, Licenses and Permits prior to initiating development on-site. 
 
Indicate this alternative compliance petition file number, request, section of the regulations, action, conditions of 

approval, and date on all related plats, and site development plans, and building permits.  This alternative compliance 
approval will remain valid for one year from the date of this letter or as long as a subdivision or site development plan is 
being actively processed in accordance with the processing provisions of the Regulations. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Wellen at (410) 313-2350 or email at 
_jwellen@howardcountymd.gov.    
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Anthony Cataldo, AICP, Chief 

Division of Land Development 
AC/jw 
cc: Research 
 DLD - Julia Sauer 
 Real Estate Services 
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