
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Howard County Government, Calvin Ball County Executive   www.howardcountymd.gov 

 
December 15, 2021 

 
 

Ms. Susan Anderson 
West End Service, Inc.  (Char Mar, LLC.) 
8600 Frederick Road 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
 

 
                                    RE: WP-22-047 Char Mar Alternative Compliance application 

APPROVED 
 
Dear Ms. Anderson: 
 

This letter is to inform you that your request for alternative compliance to the Howard County Subdivision and 
Land Development Regulations for the subject project was reviewed. 
 

On December 14, 2021 and pursuant to Section 16.104, the Director of the Department of Planning and Zoning, 
considered and approved your request for alternative compliance with respect to Section 16.102 and Section 16.147 of 
the Subdivision and Land Development Regulations to reconfigure four existing deeded parcels identified as Tax Parcels 
#18, #318, #334 and #335 on Tax Map 25, Grid 7 into four parcels with the same parcel numbers.  
 
 The Department of Planning and Zoning hereby determines that you have demonstrated to its satisfaction that 
strict enforcement of Section 16.102 and Section 16.147 would result in an unreasonable hardship or practical difficulty. 
This determination is made with consideration of your alternative compliance application and the one (1) item you were 
required to address, pursuant to Section 16.104(a)(1): 
 

1. Unreasonable hardship or practical difficulties may result from strict compliance with the regulations. 

Howard County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations require the creation of this fee simple parcel by 
preparations of either a formal subdivision plan or by adjoinder deed conveyances through the approval of an 
Alternative Compliance request to waive the requirement of a final plat. The submission of a final plat requires 
compliance with items listed in the Department of Planning and Zoning Final Plan Checklist including environmental 
reports for wetland, stream, floodplain and their associate buffers; traffic studies; landscape, etc. and other aspects of 
subdivision.  In this specific case there is no proposes subdivision to create any new lots requested with this Alternative 
Compliance request.  Strict compliance to the regulations and recording a final record plat to reconfigure the common 
lot line between Tax Parcels #18, #318, #334 and #335 requires the owner to adhere to all items of subdivision which in 
this instance is not practical.  Because no residential or commercial development on these tax parcels is being proposed, 
complying with subdivision plan requirements for preparing a final plat are not warranted.  Approval of this alternative 
compliance promotes the efficiency of the plan review process. 
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Approval of this Alternative Compliance is subject to the following conditions: 
 
 

1. Through the adjoinder deed process, Tax Map 25 Parcels 18, 318, 334 and 335 shall be reconfigured as shown on 
Exhibit B submitted with WP-22-047; no new lots or parcels are to be created or endorsed under this approval. 

 
2. The applicant must record the new deed of reconfiguration in the Land Records Office of Howard County, MD 

within 90 days of the date of alternative compliance approval (on or before March 14, 2022). A copy of the 
recorded Deed of reconfiguration shall be submitted to the Department of Planning and Zoning for file retention 
purposes within 30 days of deed recording. 

 
3. Metes, bounds, bearings and distance information must be provided for ALL lot lines for all three parcels on the 

new adjoinder deeds when recorded.  
 

4. WP-22-047 shall be referenced in the confirmatory adjoinder deeds. 
 

5. The adjoinder deed exhibit that is to be recorded must show and label existing internal parcel lines to be “adjusted, 
removed, or modified” as part of the adjoinder deed transfer and must show new parcel configuration as well. 

 
6. Revise the file plan exhibits to include metes, bounds, bearings and distance information for all lot lines and 

include notes indicating all critical access easements with Liber/Folio reference. 
 

7. Advisory – Per Section 16.603A of the Subdivision and Land Development Regulations, future plan submissions 
are required to come before the Historic Preservation Commission for Advisory comments. More information 
available at the Commissions website: https://www.howardcountymd.gov/boards-commissions/historic-
preservation-commission 

 
 

Indicate this alternative compliance petition file number, request, section of the regulations, action, conditions of 
approval, and date on all related plats, and site development plans, and building permits.  This alternative compliance 
approval will remain valid for the time period specified in the conditions of approval. 
 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Donna Despres at (410) 313-3429 or email at 
ddespres@howardcountymd.gov.    
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Anthony Cataldo, AICP, Chief 

Division of Land Development 
AC/DD 
cc: Research 
 DED 
 DLD - Julia Sauer 
 Real Estate Services 
 Fisher, Collins & Carte, Inc. 

mailto:ddespres@howardcountymd.gov
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