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Voice/ReIay.

Valdis Lazdins/ Director FAX 410-313-3467

December 4,2017

Brian Cleaty

Howard County D^pattment of Public Works
Stofmwatet Management Division

6571 Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite 514 .
Columbia, Maryland 21046

Re: Stariitig Road Stteam Rehabilitation Ptojecfc
Alternative Compliance WP-18-035

Dear Mr. Cleary:

The Director of the Depattmeat of Planning and Zoning considered yout request fot altemadve compliance with

Subsections 16.155(a)(l)(ii), 16.1201(n) and 16.1205(a)(7) ofthe.Howard County Subdivision and Land
Development Regulations. Alternative compliance with these regulations would allow the applicant to stabilize

approximately 2,500 lineat feet of etoding stteam along StarHng Road without an approved site development plan,

alter the definitipn of "net tract aiea" as found in the tegulations fot calculating the forest consei-yation obHgadon

for the project and remove a specimen ttee. As of the date of this letter the Planning Directot approved your

request, subject to the foUowmg conditions:

1. The applicant shall obtain an apptoved gtading permit to conduct the ptoposed stream rehabilitation

ptoject.

2. The applicant shall ensure that no disturbance is permitted beyond the limit of disturbance shown on the

alternative compliance application exhibit.
3. The applicant shaU. obtain any required State or Fedetal petmits prior to the submission of the grading

pejunit application.
4. The applicant may remove the specimen tree indicated by the plan (30" Quenus sp.) contmgent on the

applicant tticoi-potatitig said tree into the tehabilitation plan.

5. The applicant shaU subtnit a copy of the memofandum autliouzing tih.e Depattment of Finance, Buieau of

Accounting to transfer $42,144.00to the Forest Conservation Fund, Section 16.1211, SAP Acct

#2060000000-3000000000-PWP2000000000000-432521.

Out decision to approve the alternative compliance was made based on the following justL&catioa subtnitted by the
applicant;

1. '<Theptojectthatis the subject of this waiver [sic[ request is needed to addtess an etoding stteam system that

is negatively unpacting County open space and adjacent private propetty. Stdct compliance to the Sections
noted above would tequice additional titne, effott, and cost to addcess a latge atnount of land that is in no

way affected by the proposed ptoject. The additional work would include a forest stand delineation and
survey work in the field, as well as additional computations, mapping,.]:epoj-t, plan, and exhibit ptepatation.

Full compliance with the regulations and the expeaditut-e of the design team's resources would not im-ptove

the final design or constcuction of the ptoject and would take away valuable funds fcom the ttnplementation

of the project design and construction. Petfotming this extra work would also lengthen the schedule for this

project.
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2. "A key to this project is the swift and efficient ptocessiag of the design plans and constcuction of the
project. The regulations are meant to assute that development occuts per County tequiremeats and that

environmental ctiteria are met, mcluding the ptotection of existing fotested. areas to the extent piacdcal, and

whete forest must be distuAed, l-eforestation of the ptoject site pet the fotest consetvation wotksheet. The

project will be designed with the forest consetvadon regaktions in tnind. The limit of disturbance will be

tninuni^ed to only that area necessary for consttucting the ptoject. PT.u'fchettnore, the vety natute of this

ptoject is to protect the envitonment by reducing etosion and sediin.en.t tcanspott dowastream and by

ptbvidiag a stable stream system. The County is also woridng closely with DRP to selectively temove only

those trees necessaty to accomplish the ptoJectj instead of simply clearing out a large area for the contractor

to work. Every effort will be made to beneficiafly re-use removed ttees oa-site, patticularly live cuttings of

willows for use in bioengineeung.

3. "The existing stream is currently downcutdng, etoding stceambanks and caustng a loss of tcees and stream

buffet vegetation. The loss of the trees further destabilizes the stream banks, thus acceletating die rate and

amount of erosion. Doing nothing is not an option, as the etosion ptoblem wiU not fix itself and thteatens

to migtate latetaUy. Public interests and safety will be imptoved by the proposed ptoject. The waivet \si^

request is not intended to exempt the ptoject fcom County tegulations, but rathei to mote appropriately

match the goals and tesources of the project.to the ovetaU inteafc of the teguladbns.

4. "As stated above, approval of this request win not nullify the intent of the tegulations. Theptojectis beuig

performed to stabilize efodiag stream banks. Contixmed erosion will cause the loss of stream buffer, and

falling trees can pose a safety hazard for residents. It is itnpottant to public safety and tih.e eovirontnent that

the project is completed. No work being proposed by this project is in any way counter to County poltcy ot
reguktion."

Indicate this alternative compliance petition file nutnbet, tequest, section of the regaladons, action, conditions of

approval, and date on all related plans and pesnits. This alternative compliance approval win remain valid for one

year from the date of this letter or as long as a gtaditig plan of pecanit is being actively processed in accordance with

the ptocessitig ptovisions of the Regulations.

Should you have any questions please contact Dave BoeUner by telephone at 410-313-3956 or by email at

dbg eUtiei-(%howaJ:dcountytad.gov.

Sincerely,

l^-AsLA^^.
Kent Sheubtooks, Chief
Division of Land Development .
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C: DP2, Reseatch
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