HO-208
Brown's Chapel United Methodist Church

Glenelg
Private circa 1875

Brown's Chapel United Methodist Church faces north on the south side of
Howard Road, one and seven tenths of a mile southeast of its intersection
with Triadelphia Road.

It is a one bay wide, three bay deep, one story high, gabled roof (run-
ning north-southframe (covered with asbestos shingles) building, resting
on a stone foundation, featuring gothic arched, double-hung windows,
holding seven-over-six lights, a square brick (covered with cement) ex-
terior chimney on its east wall, and a one story high, hipped roof,
square shaped apse on its south wall. A rectangular, east entrance

surmounted by a six light, gothic arched transom occupies the south bay
of the east wall of the nave. A similar, but double rectangular

entrance is centered on the north wall, covered by a shed roofed, en-
closed vestibule.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brown's Chapel United Methodist Church faces north on the south side of
Howard Road, one and seven tenths of a mile southeast of its intersection
with Triadelphia Road. It is a one bay wide, three bay deep, one story
high, gabled roof (running north-south)frame (covered with asbestos shin-
gles) building, resting on a stone foundation, featuring gothic arched,
double~-hung windows, holding seven-over-six lights, a square brick (co-
vered with cement) exterior chimney on its east wall, and a one story
high, hipped roofed, square shaped apse on its south wall.

NORTH FACADE

Thenorth facade holds a one story high, shed roofed, central enclosed
entrance vestibule, holding a five light, rectangular entrance door,
which enters into the rectangular, central double entrance to the church,
which is surmounted bv a six light, gothic arched transom.

THE EAST ELEVATION

This wall holds a south end bay, rectangular entrance door, surmounted
by a six light, gothic arched transom with a central and north bay
gothic arched window, similar to those described. The exterior chim-
ney is placed just northof the central bay window. A cement walk and
landing, flanked by an iron railing leads to the east entrance.

The east wall of the hipped roofed apse holds a similar, gothic arched
window.

THE._SOUTH ELEVATION

No apertures are placed in this wall, which holds the square, hipped
roof, central apse.

THE WEST FET.FRVATION

The west wall holds three gothic arched nave windows, similar to those
already described, with an additional window placed in the west wall
of the apse.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brown Chapel Methodist Church is significant to the local black,
religious history of Howard County, Maryland and significant architect-
urally as a good example of a small, one room, gothic frame, country
church, many of which were constructed in the later nineteenth century.

In the 0l1d deed to the Chapel, dated February 6, 1875 and found in the
Land Records of Howard County, Maryland, 1liber 35, folio 101, a William
H. Carroll and Charles H. Carroll, both of Howard County, Maryland
granted and conveyed one acre "for divers good causes and reasons, and
in consideration of one dollar" to the following trustees of Brown
Chapel: "Henry Howard, Stephen B. Cook, Hensen Allen and Jessee Lyles,
all of Howard County, Maryland." The following stipulation was found

-~ 1in the deed: " . . - to be forever used as a Place for religious wor-

o

ship for the denomination known as the Methodist Episcopal Church . .
as well as for school purposes and as a cemetery and for no other pur-
poses whatever . . .»

The Brown Chapel was used by the black families in this area, many of
whom worked on the neighboring farms. For many years, the Lyles family
worked for the Howards, located on the southeast corner of Howard Rqad
and Triadelphia Road. The present Pastor, Mr. Hackett, serves a con-
gregation in Daisy and at Marriottsville Road, as well as that of Brown
Chapel. This was often the case in the Methodist Church, where a pas-
tor would serve two congregations, and often three, as we find in the
case of McKendree Methodist Church, where the pastor there served the
Lisbon Methodist Church,as wellas St. James Methodist Church.

An article in the Howard County Times, dated March 22, 1975, announced
that Brown Chapel United Methodist Church is conducting an annual Church
Anniversary service on March 21, March 25 and March 28 at the Church in
Dayton, in celebration of their 100th anniversary. The speaker at the
March 21 service was the Reverend S.A. Ball, of Daisy. A mid-winter
Picnic on March 25 was planned for 7:00 p.m. At the final anniversary
service on March 28, scheduled at 3:30 p.m., Reverend Roland Howard

of Mt. Winan's A.M.E. Church was the guest speaker.

Architecturally, the one room church features a simple nave with gothic
arched, double-hung windows, resting on a stone foundation. As so many
2f the older buildings, it is perfectly situated to catch the summer
nreezes on the hottest of afternoons. Due to its location on the north
side of Howard Road, it faces north with a small entrance vestibule,

which is a later addition. In spite of this addition, the basic architectural

integrity of the building remains intact.
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The Brown Chapel United Methodist Church should be considered for in-
clusion to the National Register of Historic Places, the State Cri-
tical Areas Program and any local landmark ordinance the citizens of
Howard County may seek to initiate, should its owners so desire, due
to its importance as an example of a century old, gothic frame,
country church, housing a black congregation with roots back to the
latter part of the nineteenth century.
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Interview with the Rev. Hackett, pastor of the Brown Chapel U.M.
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Howard County Land Records
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 27

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber — 81  Folio__ 405

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

SATE  Maryland COUNTY  Howard

STATE COUNTY
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Cleora Barnes Thompson, Archivist
ORGANIZATION DATE
Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Name : HO-208
The Brown Chapel U. M. Church

Location: S. S. Howard Road

Dayton, Maryland 21046
Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P.
Date of Photograph: March, 1980

Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust
View: Southeast

Photographer looking: Northwest

Photograph number: 1 of 1



